Speed limits

Seat Belts and Child Restraints

In the ACT, the default speed limits are as follows:

Seat belts and other restraints must be used whenever
they are available. The carrying of additional unrestrained
passengers of any age after all seating positions with a
seatbelt are occupied is prohibited.

› In a built-up area – 50km/h
› In a rural area – 100km/h
When other speed limits apply, signs indicate the start
and finish of the special section. Speed limits are the
maximum travel speed for any road.
Learner and Provisional licence holders are permitted to drive
to the posted speed limit in the ACT.
ACT Learner drivers/riders driving or riding in NSW are not
permitted to exceed 80km/h. Provisional licence holders are
permitted to drive to the posted speed limits in NSW.

Children under 6 months must be in an approved, properly
fastened and adjusted, rear-facing child restraint.
Children between 6 months and under 4 years must be
in an approved, properly fastened and adjusted, rear-facing
child restraint OR a forward facing child restraint with an in
built harness. If a vehicle has two or more rows of seats, then
children under 4 years must not travel in the front seat.

ACT Learner and Provisional drivers intending to drive in the
other States and Territories should check the local speed
regulations that apply.

Children between 4 years and under 7 years must
be in an approved forward-facing child restraint with an
in-built harness OR a properly positioned booster seat with
a properly fastened and adjusted seatbelt.

Safe Following distance

Drivers are responsible for making sure all passengers use
a seatbelt or an approved child restraint.

Do not follow another vehicle too closely – this is the
cause of most rear end collisions. If you are tailgating a
vehicle and it stops suddenly you may not be able to stop in
time – and a crash is inevitable.

For more information about the road rules, the
ACT Road Rules Handbook can be viewed at:
http://justice.act.gov.au/page/view/3107/
title/act-road-rules-handbook

mobile Phones
In the ACT, it is illegal to drive or ride a vehicle while
using a hand-held mobile phone. It is also illegal to use a
hand-held mobile phone when your vehicle is stopped but not
parked – for example when you are waiting at traffic lights.
If your vehicle is not fitted with a hands-free connection or
secured in a cradle, you must move your vehicle to a safe
location, stop and park the vehicle before answering or
making a call.
The writing, sending or reading of text messages on a
mobile phone is also prohibited while driving a vehicle,
and while the vehicle is stationary but not parked.

ENGLISH
ARABIC
CHINESE
CROATIAN
DARI
GREEK
ITALIAN
LAO
MALTESE
PERSIAN
RUSSIAN
SPANISH
VIETNAMESE

If you need interpreting help, telephone:
:إﺗﺼﻞ ﺑﺎﻟﻬﺎﺗﻒ،إذا إﺣﺘﺠﺖ ﻟﻠﻤﺴﺎﻋﺪة ﺑﺎﻟﺘﺮﺟﻤﺔ اﻟﺸﻔﻮﻳﺔ
如果您需要口译员帮助, 请拨电话:

Ako trebate pomoć tumača telefonirajte:

: ﺑﻪ اﻳﻦ ﺷﻤﺎرﻩ ﺗﻴﻠﻔﻮن ﮐﻨﻴﺪ,اﮔﺮ ﺑﻪ ﮐﻤﮏ ﺗﺮﺟﻤﻪ ﺷﻔﺎهﯽ ﺿﺮورت دارﻳﺪ
Aν χρειάζεστε διερμηνέα τηλεφωνήσετε στο:

Se avete bisogno di un interprete, telefonate al numero:

8hv’dko7;k,-j;pgs]nvdjP;da[dkocxrklkF .sh3mitla[sk

Jekk għandek bżonn l-għajnuna t’interpretu, ċempel:

:اﮔﺮ ﺑﻪ ﺗﺮﺟﻤﻪ ﺷﻔﺎهﯽ اﺣﺘﻴﺎج دارﻳﺪ ﺑﻪ اﻳﻦ ﺷﻤﺎرﻩ ﺗﻠﻔﻦ ﮐﻨﻴﺪ

Если вам нужна помощь переводчика, звоните по телефону:

Si necessita la asistencia de un intérprete, llame al:
Nếu bạn cần một người thông ngôn hãy gọi điện thoại:
TRANSLATING AND INTERPRETING SERVICE

131 450

Canberra and District – 24 hours a day, seven days a week

www.justice.act.gov.au
Canberra Connect 13 22 81
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When following another vehicle an estimation of the
appropriate following distance can be obtained by using the
‘3 second rule’ (i.e. keep a gap of at least 3 seconds or more
between your vehicle and the one ahead).

RememBeR
youR Road
RuleS

ROAD SAFETY
It’s everyone’s Responsibility

‘merge’ or ‘Form one lane’ –
What’s the difference?

Slip lanes – do you know who has the
right of way?

Merging Traffic

Form One Lane

Merging occurs where a lane is
ending and a driver is required to
merge with traffic in another lane.
In this diagram, the driver who is
about to cross the broken line must
give way to any vehicles in the lane
that the driver wishes to enter.

The ‘Form One Lane’ rule requires
a driver to give way to a vehicle
in another lane if that vehicle is in
front of the driver’s vehicle as the
lanes merge. The driver in front
has ‘Right of Way’.

In this diagram, Vehicle A must
give way to Vehicle B.

If a driver is turning left using a slip lane, the driver must
give way to any vehicle approaching from the right or
turning right at the intersection into the road the driver is
entering, and to any pedestrians on the slip lane.

Turning Left with a Slip Lane

In this diagram, Vehicle B must give way to Vehicle A.

Roundabouts –
What are the rules to observe?
Turning Left

Turning Right

Approach in the left hand lane,
operate the left hand indicator
before entering the roundabout
and continue to indicate
throughout the turn. Ensure that
you turn into the left lane of any
dual lane road.

Approach in the right hand
lane and operate the right hand
indicator before entering the
roundabout. Continue to operate
the indicator until you approach
the exit lane and then indicate left
and exit in the right hand lane.

Continuing Straight Through

Making a U-turn

You may approach in either the
left or right hand lane. Operate
the left hand indicator when
leaving the roundabout. Exit in
the same lane as you enter the
roundabout.

Approach in the right hand lane,
operate the right hand indicator
before entering the roundabout
and continue to operate the
indicator until approaching the
exit lane. Then indicate left and
exit in the right hand lane.

Vehicle B is turning left using a slip lane and must give
way to Vehicles A and C.

Turning Left without a Slip Lane

Vehicle B is turning right onto the cross road and must
give way to Vehicle A.

